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 Sonoma County Fair & Exposition, Inc. 
APPROVED Minutes of the  

Buildings and Grounds Committee Meeting 
Thursday - July 6, 2017 

Administration Building, Board Room 
 
 
 
VOTING-DIRECTORS PRESENT:  Ross Liscum, Chair; Bob Higham, Tony Geraldi; Annette O’Kelley 
 

VOTING-DIRECTORS ABSENT:  Cindy Crane 
 
NON-VOTING DIRECTORS PRESENT:  Max Mickelsen 
 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Becky Bartling, CEO; Katie Young, Deputy Manager; Cliff Sanders, Maintenance 
Superintendent; Debbie Townsend, Secretary, Julie Atwood, Julie Atwood Events 
 

 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Liscum at 4:31 p.m.  
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Director Geraldi moved to approve the agenda; Director O’Kelley seconded 
the motion; the motion passed unanimously. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS (not related to the agenda): None. 
 
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING MOU EXTENDING THE 2014-2016 CONTRACT 
WITH BIG BOYS BBQ FOR THE CHRIS BECK ARENA:  Deputy Manager Young explained that the 
concession stand in the Chris Beck Arena went out to bid and Big Boys BBQ was awarded the bid for 2014-
2016.  There are several events coming up for the remainder of 2017, including events during Fair.  Staff 
recommends extending the contract with Big Boys through December 31, 2017.  Director O’Kelley moved to 
approve staff recommendation to issue an MOU extending the contract with Big Boys BBQ for the 
concession stand in Chris Beck Arena, through December 31, 2017; Director Giraldi seconded the 
motion; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING REGARDING RENTAL FEE CONSIDERATION 
REQUEST FOR THE 4-H HERITAGE TURKEY EVENT ON OCTOBER 29, 2017:  .Deputy Manager Young 
introduced Julie Atwood, event coordinator for the 4-H Heritage Turkey event to be held in the Saralee Barn on 
October 29, 2017.  Julie provided a history of the event and noted that she was not asking for rental 
consideration, but rather for outreach support of the event, through auction item donations, publicity and 
attendance by members of the Fair and Board.  Deputy Manager Young responded that the Fair would be able 
to offer an auction basket and list the event in Harvest Fair publications.  No action taken. 
 
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING ABC LICENSING FOR WINE EVENTS THAT DO 
NOT FALL UNDER SPECTRA’S LICENSE:  Deputy Manager Young explained that an increasing number of 
interim events have alcohol needs that do not fall under Spectra’s license, to avoid losing these types of 
events, a policy needs to be put in place.  CEO Bartling added that in 2016 the Sonoma County Fair 
Foundation agreed to apply for the ABC license, as the 501C non-profit, for a fundraising event held in the 
Saralee Barn, the event paid an alcohol buyout fee and a portion of the fee was granted as a donation to the 
Foundation.  Director O’Kelley moved to have staff draft a policy, allowing ABC licenses to be obtained 
under the Fair’s or the Foundation’s 501C, events will be charged an alcohol buyout fee and 
reimbursement for use of Spectra staff to work the event, provide liquor liability insurance and 
reimbursement of ABC licensing fees; Director Giraldi seconded the motion; the motion passed 
unanimously. 
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DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING REQUEST FROM SIERRA SCHOOL OF SONOMA 
COUNTY TO LOCATE A SCHOOL AT THE FAIRGROUNDS FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE 2017 
CALENDAR YEAR:  Deputy Manager Young reported that she had been contacted by a representative from 
the Sierra School of Sonoma County, with a request to rent a building for the school year of August 2017 – 
June 2018.  Young noted that the school was still in the process of working with PRMD to secure proper 
permitting and approval.  Director Higham moved to allow staff to move forward with granting Sierra 
School of Sonoma County a License Agreement for the rental of a building for the school year of 
August 2017 -  June 2018, contingent on the obtainment of the proper permitting from PRMD; Director 
O’Kelley seconded the motion; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING REQUEST FROM HIGH TIMES FOR AN OUTDOOR 
CONCERT IN 2018:  Deputy Manager Young reported that working with the new High Times administration 
went well.  They were very professional, eager to improve and grow the event and would like to return in 2018.  
They have requested to move the concerts from Grace Pavilion to the Carnival Lot; music in the Grace Pavilion 
proved to be too far away from the hub of the event.  In consideration of the Fair’s neighbors and their concern 
over noise, the promoters have offered to end the music on Saturday at 9 p.m.  Director O’Kelley moved to 
allow the 2018 High Times event to have concerts on the Carnival Lot; Director Higham seconded the 
motion; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
RECAP OF COUNTRY SUMMER EVENT AND SOUND COMPLAINTS:  Deputy Manager Young reported 
that ticket sales, alcohol and the RV Park were up, parking and food were down slightly.  Regarding sound, the 
Thursday night sound checks caught everyone by surprise and generated sound complaints.  This year a log 
was kept of all complaints and CEO Bartling added that in comparison to 2016, complaints were significantly 
less.  The sound policies were strictly adhered to and sound measurements were logged; and there were no 
known violations.  A copy of the log was provided to anyone that requested it.  No action taken. 
 
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING JUNE 2017 INTERIM FINANCIAL REPORTS:  The 
June 2017 Interim Financial report was handed out and Deputy Manager Young reported that revenue was up 
in comparison to 2016.  Two new events, High Times cannabis event and Peggy Sue Car Show were great 
events that will be returning in 2018.  It was also noted that the 2016 Country Summer revenue reported was 
calculated differently than 2017, and did not account for the revenue sharing; 2017 revenue was actually up 
over 2016.  No action taken. 
 
UPDATE ON SARALEE AND RICHARD’S BARN PROJECT:  Chair Liscum reported that Clover Sonoma 
has sponsored $100,000 over a 5 year period for the south pasture.  Signage has been ordered and their ice 
cream stand will be located there during Fair. Ten benches and ten tables have been ordered for the Summit 
State Bank olive grove and are expected to arrive in two weeks and be installed in time for Fair; name plates 
will not arrive until a later date.  No action taken. 
 
REQUEST FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS (NON-DISCUSSION ITEMS): 
None 
 
There being no further business Director O’Kelley moved to adjourn the meeting at 5:22 p.m.; Director Geraldi 
seconded the motion; the motion passed unanimously. 


